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Kentucky 

Ancestral  Homes 


Boldrick  Family 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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SAMUEL  J.  HOLDRICK 


HERMAN  H.  GOCKE 


BOLDR1CK  &  GOCKE 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

406-409  BANKERS  TRUST  BUILDING 

151  S.  5TH  ST. 

LOUISVILLE  2,  KY. 

PHONE  WABASH  1646 


June  19th,  1944. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Enclosed  find  a  photostat  copy  of  a  letter  written 
in  Springfield,  111.  on  December  8th,  1850.      It  was  from 
ray  grandmother  Mary  Freelove  Doneghy  Boldrick  to  her  sister 
Eliza  (Lila)  Will  son  of  Danville,  Ky.        Anyone  who  ever 
lived  in  Danville  wanted  to  get  back  and  hence  her  homesick- 
ness.       My  grand  parents  had  letters  from  Joshua  Bell,  of 
Danville,  and  who  had  served  in  Congress  from  1845  to  1847, 
Pell  "ottiitij,  ggBrtwaacy.      His  father  came  from  Ireland  through 
Canada  and  Josh  Bell  was  born  in  Danville  in  1811  and  died  in 
Danville  in  1870.  /Xe-c-C  (Lo.kLf  u->-+*4J  vn^**^-*-*-  ff^" 

Several  Springfield  men  are  mentioned,  namely, 
Dr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Miler,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Mires,  and  Mr.  Tinsley 
who  owned  the  store  where  my  grandfather  worked.  George, 
my  father,  then  8  years  old,  carried  lunch  to  him  each  day. 
My  grandfather  Jas.  P.  Boldrick  was  a  cutter  and  perhaps 
Mr.  Tinsley  owned  a  tailor  shop.        I  wonder  who  the  smart 
preacher  was  who  drew  crowds  from  other  denominations. 

My  grandmother  complains  of  the  high  cost  of  living. 
Butter  fifteen  cents  and  eggs  same.      In  Kentucky  at  that 
time  butter  was  ten  cents  and  eggs  3  dozen  for  25  cents. 

Of  course  eventually  the  family  came  back  to  dear 
old  Danville. 

The  letter  throws  some  light  on  living  in  Spring- 
field in  1870. 


Sincerely  yours, 


SJBrLM 
Enclosure. 
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June  2J,  19^ 


Nr.  Sam  Boldrick 
1*08-9  lookers  Trust  Building 
151  S.  5th  St. 
Louisville,  2,  Ky, 

Ky  dear  Mr.  Boldrick  1 

Thanks  very  ouch  for  the  photostatic  copy  of  the 
letter  written  in  Springfield,  Illinois  in  1850. 

We  are  always  pleased  to  have  these  letters  for  our 
collateral  files  and  they  contribute  very  much  to  the  Lincoln 
story. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAVsVK 


Director 
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August  26,1944 


Mr, Samuel  J."Boldrick 
Louisville,  Kentucky- 


Dear  Cousin  Sam: 


ITow  if  you  are  one  of  the  persons 
who  dont  approve  of  typewri tten  letters,  I'm  off 
on  the  wrong  foot,  I  have  a  typewriter  of  irrry  own 
and  have  done  all  my  writing  on  it  for  so  raa,ny  jiears 
I  have  almost  forgotten  how  to  write  long  hand. 
If  it's  il  right  with  yon9IJll  go  on  with  ny  lefcifeEr, 

The  "book  and  the  letter  written  by  your  great- 
grandmother  came  (no, she  is  your  grandmother)  and 
I  am  very  glad  to  have  both  of  them. Lucy  says  I  am 
to  return  the  book  whi.ch  I  will  do  as  soon  as  I  have 
read  it  but  I  may  keep  to^  letter,  I  am  very  glad  of 
that  as  it  is  interesting  and  historic,  I  wish  she 
had  said  something  about  little  Anna,  That  was  my 
mother  and  she  was  10  years  old  then.  She  and  your 
father  were  own  cousins  which  makes  us  2nd  cousins. 
Mother  used  to  tell  that  they  lived  in  a  house  that 
backed  up  to  the  Lincoln  house .There  was  an  alley  be- 
tY/een  the  two  lots  and  her  brothers  played  with  the 
Lincoln  boys  all  the  time.  Uncle  Kobe  told  me  a  num- 
ber of  stories  about  the  family  but  they  are  all  so 
derogatory  to  Mrs .Lincoln  that  I  have  never  written 
them  down.  According  to  the  children  of  the  neighbor- 
hood she  was  very  much  of  a  scold,  I  think  the:^  all 
went  back  to  Kentucky  the  year  following  this  letter 
and  spent  several  weeks  wixh  the  mother  there  in  Dan- 
ville. Then  my  grandfather  Sam  Graves  brought  his  family 
back  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Jacksonville  where 
his  wife  Amelia  died  the  following  j^ear,  or  early  the 
same  year.  They  brought  her  back  on  a  cot  which  men  had 
to  carry, 

I  enjoy  going  to  Danville.lt  is  old  and  histor- 
ic and  I  like  such  things  very  nuch,I  have  been  retired 
two  years  now  and  have  a  fine  time  doing  as  I  pleasei 


With  best  wishes  and  many  thanks,  I 
your  cousin, 


am. 


Address  Kiss  Amelia  DeHotte 
327  Lockwood  Place, 
Jacksonville, Illinois 


August  53th,  1944. 


i  38  Amelia  De  otte, 
327  Lock woo d  Place, 
Jacksonville,  Illinois. 

Dear  Cousin  Aay: 

Thanks  for  your  letter. 

*ell  do  I  remember  Uncle         Graves.  He 
visited  at  my  father's   'ouse  in  the  earlv  eighties  and  I 
remember  his  Ion-  //hite  beard.     And  flfej  how  he  could  pray 
at  hone  and  In  church.        It  «ft«  my  duty  to  take  him  to 
prayer  meeting  every  -ednesday  nlpftt  at  the  Methodist 
Church  and  the  preacher  al^ys  called  ->n  Uncle  nam  for 
prayers  and  he  always  responded  and  the  prayer*  were 
lengthy.        n  Sunday  corning  he  woul    go' to  Church  alone- 
at  nlp;ht  he  had  difficulty  in  r  elnfr,  hence  I  went  along. 

Tho  was  Uncle  Kobe? 

vou  know  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  a  Todd,  enough 

i. '- . 

^inoerely  your  cousin, 


i 


feptember  5>  19^ 


Mr.  Samuel  J.  Boldriok 
Banker i  Trust  Bids. 
Louisville,  ly. 

dear  Mr.  Boldrick: 


Thank  you  very  xauoh  for  the  farther  correspondence 
which  relate!  indirectly  to  the  Lincoln  family  and  vhich  ve 
are  pleased  Indeed  to  have  in  our  filet. 

Ve  hope  tone  day  you  will  be  able  to  come  vp  hero 
and  look  over  the  enormous  amount  of  material  vehave  been  able 
to  gather  about  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:vff 


Mrs  star 


